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SUBJECT: CAYMAN ISLANDS; INTEREST IN HAVING CONSULATE OR 
CONSULAR AGENCY 

1 . WHEN AN EMBASSY OFFICER VISITED THE CAYMAN ISLANDS 
FROM JUNE 15-18, ONE SUBJECT THAT CAME UP IN ALL HIS 
DISCUSSIONS WAS THE DESIRE OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO HAVE 
A CONSULATE OR A CONSULAR AGENCY OPENED AT GEORGETOWN, 

THE CAPITAL. DENNIS FOSTER, CHIEF SECRETARY (I.E. CHIEF 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER) OF THE GOVERNMENT AND V.G. JOHNSON, 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY SAID THEY SPOKE FOR ALL MEMBERS OF 
THE LEGISLATURE IN ASKING FOR PERMANENT U.S. REPRESENTATION. 

2. THE REASONS GIVEN BY THE CAYMANIANS ARE: 

A. ABOUT 80,000 U.S. TOURISTS VISIT PER YEAR WHILE 
SOME 2-300 AMERICANS MAINTAIN HOMES IN THE ISLANDS WITH 
THE NORMAL NUMBER OF BIRTHS, ILLNESSES, DEATHS AND OTHER 
EVENTS REQUIRING CONSULAR SERVICES; 

B. AN UNUSUALLY HIGH PERCENTAGE OF THE CAYMANIAN 
POPULATION OF SOME 14,000 PERSONS VISIT THE U.S. AND A 
GOOD NUMBER WORK ON U.S. SHIPS ALL REQUIRING VISA HELP; 
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C. U.S. COMMERCIAL AND OTHER ECONOMIC INTERESTS SUCH 
AS TRADE (THE U.S. IS BY FAR THE MAJOR TRADING PARTNER), 
INVESTMENT (POSSIBLY A LARGE POL TANK FARM) AND BANKING 
INTERESTS ARE IMPORTANT AND GROWING; 

D. VISITS BY U.S. OFFICIALS FROM DEA AND IRS REQUIRE 
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MORE COORDINATION IF MAXIMUM BENEFITS ARE TO BE REALIZED BY 
BOTH SIDES. 

3. THIS EMBASSY, WHICH HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONSULAR 
INTERESTS IN THE CAYMANS, PLANS TO SET UP A SCHEDULE OF 
MONTHLY VISITS TO GEORGETOWN BY EMBASSY OFFICERS. AFTER 
2-3 MONTHS WE WILL BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO JUDGE WHETHER 
THE VOLUME AND IMPORTANCE OF THE WORK GENERATED THERE WOULD 
WARRANT A RECOMMENDATION TO OPEN A CONSULATE OR TO NAME A 
CONSULAR AGENT THERE. MEANWHILE, IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HAVE 
THE DEPARTMENT S VIEWS TO CONVEY TO THE CHIEF SECRETARY. 
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